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Instructions
The essay test written in English is from page three to four.
The content of the question is the same in Japanese and English.
The examination duration is 50 minutes.

Do not read anything aloud.
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Be sure to answer in the language for which you applied. If you answer in other
Jlanguages, your answer sheet will not be marked.

If you have selected to write the essay in English, write it in about 300 words.

Write your examinee number in the designated space on the answer sheet.

If you change answers, erase the original answers neatly and write the new answers.

The answer sheet is printed on both sides. One side is the answer sheet for Japanese and the

other side is for English. When the examination is finished, submit only the answer sheet.




fERE

SRR L A, AR AR BT A - OB EMEST T, Ko XH
SEIEMEEY - AT EEK > TV 5,

BEE, P LEESSAAISERIIB TS, HAOHSEERRBOHERLZRLTVL, B
B2k P13 FEEISAM2EEICBIT S, KEHOER—-AL ) HH#EL RN Z /R
LT3, B3 BHMOREZL > TUTON TR HBB LR HABIZ /R L T,

BEARUER22 5005, ENKEMHICET ABEE —DIB_2 30, RIS, BRSEZEIZ,
HIBOREFHE LTTEL, HREVETLEENOBIRE —DBERWISENLE S v, 4B, B
F3ITBIEI N TV L BHI DN ORRFE 2 BT S,

BRI PR EED2 ST 3EEICBT S, BNOMSEERRROHER

ARSE | WSS | W fﬁ}s@i *ifﬁ‘ff ;gﬁﬁ#

Wk 11 EE 19,063 2,592 1,045 1,263 46,554 1,751
SERE 14 18,819 2,742 1,120 1,305 47321 1,832
SRR 17 AR 18,182 2,979 1,196 1,320 48,055 1,885
SRR 20 AEEE 16,566 3,165 1,248 1,129 47925 1,893
Sk 23 AR 15,399 3.274 1,262 1,048 47571 1,866
Rk 27 £ 14,841 3,331 1,256 941 47536 1,851
SRR 30 AR 14,281 3,360 1,286 891 46,981 1,827

GRISERE 13,798 3400 1,306 840 45,680 1,832

BEH SRR RS TAH 3 REERET] L D IEK




BM2 PR ISR OAM2EEICBIT 5, KEMORER—AE72 0 B MO O 5

SR REHED 7= EERE—AN700 ER—A%472ho
‘ IR L FF L%
PRk 13 A B 520,822,278 143,099,696 41 1.1
% 16 ERE 580,726,256 170,611,404 45 1.3
SERE 19 4E B 631,872,611 171,355,117 49 1.3
TR 22 4R 682,343,518 187,562,478 53 15
%, 26 R 662,157,262 181,363,743 5.2 14
SERE 29 4E B 653,788,544 177,898,626 5.2 14
S HI24E 530,854,525 142,503,945 42 1.1
BF 2130 REE T4 3EELESEER] L0 IEK
BEH3 HHOMEBMICK - TITDILT W BB 2B KL A6
V B0 40> 37 Ho B 7 TS L D3 55
WHGERIZZ ML T | RERPFEF LS | FHPLESLICH L | IHREBHELILRT, %
51 Wh, BERRELT | =T —rYay7o | DERORA, dul | LS b7 il
. EMBE L L TF | B BWEHSEYE | HHBOELVERl | FHISHEY RIS
B 27 AEICHAE OB | L2av S —roEhi, | Ho 720
(% T8
BRDOIEE D BN | TNEORMZEH | BIEWER~NTT | FEEEIZI0ON A
T, Mol | L, MOBESREANT | 0—F92F0H0L | ORMEERER L.
| TORFHELTCER | 2REHEORER. & | WERTD, WO | AXRYIMEEUTITH
2 | 304EICBHfE, KOGEAMMPE, | ILOMK, BELZ | HoXHEPEFNT
1t - FE 3 E, H A | LCRI AR Z 7258 | vWhs
ARV ERFE i, iRDY 2 SEi=t ’
SREIANBOLRDZ v | FNORF VRTINS | RIEWREZCER | T2 Aoy
o BUOGHIZ, BULHER | 325475V —2%B | Ot BELTV, | SO E KA
5 BReax-EA6 | L BRE2e0H | HoxhEEgcds | L,
ELUTPR 27 4812 | EEHICELHL, % | BURRICEE, 2 E
P fiE . MBIERLEOE]. | AOFHEOMRAE,

BM IR [ ERFNE] (BM2E3A) LR




Question

The MEXT (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) defines libraries as key
access points of knowledge and information in a knowledge based society. Local libraries in Japan have been
developing their services.

Figure 1 shows the changes in the number of social educational facilities between 1999 and 2021 in
Japan. Figure 2 shows the number of library books borrowed per citizen, and the number of times library
book(s) were borrowed by each person each year between 2001 and 2020. Figure 3 shows the examples of
unique strategies that local libraries in Japan have implemented.

Identify one problem regarding the libraries in Japan that can be found from Figure 1 and Figure 2.
Then, with reference to Figure 3, suggest one possible strategy a local library could implement to tackle the
problem you have identified. The strategy in your response must be different from the examples listed in

Figure 3.

Figure 1 The changes in the number of social educational facilities between 1999 and 2021 in Japan

Communit Youth Sports Theaters,
unity Libraries Museums education port Concert halls,
centers . facilities
facilities etc.
1999 19,063 2,592 1,045 1,263 46,554 1,751
2002 18,819 2,742 1,120 1,305 47,321 1,832
2005 18,182 2,979 1,196 1,320 48,055 1,885
2008 16,566 3,165 1,248 1,129 47,925 1,893
2011 15,399 3,274 1,262 1,048 47,571 1,866
2015 14,841 3,331 1,256 941 47,536 1,851
2018 14,281 3,360 1,286 891 46,981 1,827
2021 13,798 3.400 1,306 840 45,680 1,832

Figure 1 is adapted from MEXT’s The statistics on social education 2021



Figure 2 The number of library books borrowed per citizen, and the number of times library book(s) were

borrowed by each person each year between 2001 and 2020

[ .
. "The number of people | The number of library T.he number of times
The number of library . library book(s) were
who borrowed library | books borrowed per
books borrowed . borrowed by each
book(s) citizen
person each year
2001 520,822,278 143,099,696 4.1 1.1
2004 580,726,256 170,611,404 4.5 1.3
2007 631,872,611 171,355,117 49 1.3
2010 682,343,518 187,562,478 53 LS
2014 662,157,262 181,363,743 5.2 1.4
2017 653,788,544 177,898,626 5.2 1.4
2020 530,854,525 142,503,945 42 .1
Figure 2 is adapted from MEXT’s The statistics on social education 2021
Figure 3 The examples of unique strategies that local libraries in Japan have implemented
Location of the Contents of the
. Purpose Consequence
library strategy
The library is located | To hold workshops by | To provide useful | The number of
in the central area of | universities or book | information for | visitors to the library
Example the city. The library | authors. learning and daily | including the attached
) P attached with an arts | To hold a concert in | lives. museum tripled in
museum was moved | cooperation with the | To create liveliness in | comparison with the
to the current place in | attached arts museum. | the central area. number of visitors
2015. before it was rebuilt.
The library is located | To build a library that | To create comfortable | The library had 100
in lush greenery rural | fits the landscape by | spaces for wide thousand visitors in
areca. It was built as | using local wood. generations. the opening year.
Example the first library in the | To host events such as | To succeed and Communication with
5 P own in 2018. storytelling of picture | transmit the town’s | in and out the town
books, lectures of | culture. has been stimulated
local culture and | To create a place for | through the events.
history, and musical | communication with
events. in and out the town.
The library is located | To set mini libraries | To contribute to the | The number of the
in a tourist spot which | in some hotels in the | main industry of the | visitors to the
is popular among | village and to lend | village, tourism to | museum attached to
Example international tourists. | books to people living | provide and transmit | the library doubled.
3 P The library was | outside the village | information to wide

opened as a complex
facility attached with
tourist information in

2015.

including tourists.
To host storytelling in
English.

range of users.
To promote
international users to
use the library.

Figure 3 is adapted from the MEXT’s The examples of practices of libraries (Match 2020)




